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PREFACE | 


People say “nothing new” or “the death of the author” but, I am new and 1 am 
not dead. 


Intellectual, anachronistic, superserious: I’m not going to start crying because 
“experimental” and I’m not going to start crying because “not experimental”...1 
just want to piss down my own leg... 

And should everyone be bored like narcosis?.... 

Poetry should be “uh huh” like...“baby has to have it...” 

If anyone thinks they need to write reviews, teach classes, edit magazines, or 
translate books in order to write good poetry...then maybe they should just take 


a rest from it... 


If you try to write a good poem agaifi and again for years and years and receive 
no awards, no money, no nothing...then you’re happy... 


And all these blurbs are for s—. Like if I were to carry around a turd and 
pretend it is my baby... 


The poet I worship is Edward Dorn, because I adore his disgust... 
Whatever he says feels like art... 
Poetry is for crap since there’s no money or fast cars in it... 


But, in the thighs...] feel it... * 


PROPAGE & 


You should not think of getting a job with your poetry... 
If you do, then you will begin to count your own books... 


Poetry careers are a bad business... 


If you want to-be hired then you will write the right poems for it... 


I would like to write this for people...who don’t know anything... 


I don’t want to hurt their pretty heads with poems!... 


PREEAGE 3 


Don’t mystify me with poems... 
I can’t feel a stifle for the rest of my lifet... 


If you are a poet then it should be foremost on your mind to say something and 
not to conceal it... 


All this is for fighting...but you must like it too... 


You should have something in poetry!...And you should take this as my first 
statement towards that... 


I am trained to write poems much more meaningless than this. 


PREFACE 4 


f 


I can only write poetry that is like a tuba covered with blood... 


No asylums, crackhouses, jails, hitchhiker’s cars, ditches, or body dumps for me! 


If I find a piece of rope...I must use it to tie myself to the bedposts... 


If I find the pretty pink horse-pills etc. 


This is not a mini-gun with which to shoot myself. 











You can say many nasty things about poetry if you like... 


But Chelsey understands what is expected of her! 


PREFACE § 


You should not fall love with your mentor, but you should try to punish him 
with your poems... 


Then he won’t dare to kiss you on the forehead... 

Too bad mentors are like dogs but they aren’t as smart as the dogs... 

Often they are crying because of the truth... 

] want to say in my poem that I sth alive! But ic is just a triumphant moment... 


I loved my mentor...because of his ugliness... 


But I wish for my poems to be understood as complete failures...if they have no 
loving-kindness... 


PREPAGE 6 ‘ 


Don’t you think I realize the missing importance of this! 

I would rather have a Gucci bag than a poem... 

I wish to be a great poet...but I don’t wish ro be high-level... 
I will never submit to the fellowship committees... 


Because I do not like encouraging handwritten notes! 


I will scold myself for many things in the future...but never for this. 


I have dismissed all compliments since my mentor’s death. 


PREFACE 7 


I want to write a poem because I don’t feel very boring! 


But I will feel like a stuffed leopard because of the praise. 


No one should get paid to write poems and nobody should even be allowed to 


write them. 


But a love poem will not fail. 


Do you think I am very happy, with my uncut wrists? 


PREFACE & 


I have a quality that is like a libertine... 


ee of ‘ 
Which is that I have a great desire to enjoy my own disgust... 


w! 


o 


If I am a poet I am the worst kind of poet... 


Someone once thought that a poem should be more than an elaborate “fuck 
you,” but I did not think it. 





PREPAGE 9 


If poetry is dead...then good. 


I know what will be fun! ll buy your book and ask you to sign it and then 
throw it in the trash. 


Of all the beautiful rip-offs this will be my favorite... 
Poetry has to update or I will begin to rip my sleeves down... 


Anyway, poor everyone who never went to Harvard... 


PREPAGE 18 


It is very nice to be a poet...if you like it... 


It is the frou-frou of death... 


People say it is very dangerous to write poems but they only mean that it is 
dangerous to your career as a poet... 


A poet is not to be praised for any thing... 
If I write something then let me be killed... 


If anyone wants good poems then they should tell me and I will write them... 
If anyone wants to get bored they should go to a poetry reading but not mine... 


Ican tell you one thing like a 27-course dinner... 





PREFACE 11 


Iam a poet because I have no other happiness than to write poems. 


This is the tiny fake doorway of reality... 


I like disapproval and so I am a poet. It is only seen in the worst dispositions... 
I am a poet and so I should be able to say something true... 

If you can ignore my vanity you will see that J say the only thing possible... 
Iam a poet but 1 would not ask anyone else in the world to say it is so... 


That would be a crotchless happiness... 


Many things can make you feel like a writer but not like a poet... 


PREPAGE Ie 


A poem can be too good for anyone. But this poem will not be too good for 
anyone... 


It will be like a fake fire in a fake fireplace... 


You might think you like poetry but you dott... 
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Again, J would rather have a Gucci bag than-a poem... 
I don’t think my brains are that good... 


It is a student’s mistake...to like your own brains too much...or to think that 
you will ever feel bad for writing any thing... 


A poem should not be flawless but should be able to bear the burden of its 
flaws... 











You think this poem will have a high standard...but, like all poems, it will only 
be made to be approved... 


PREPAGE 13 


. 


When I write a poem it’s like looking through a knothole into a velvet fuckpad... 
And it is like buttery sweetbreads spilled down the front of your dress... 
It is like a gun held to the head of a poodle... 


If I want to write any poems | will write them! 


A poem that doesn’t have any intellecrual filler in it... 


Like two blondes fighting on a roof... 


PREPAGE 14 


I can say things that are not going to cheer anyone up... 

Like, “most poets don’t have any dick or balls under their skirts...” 
But then I start to feel like a #1 jackass... 

I can only write a poem if it has some punishment in it... 


But... have given too many unfulfilled promises of revenge... 


Pasrace 1 | Purrate 11 


Sometimes people want your grief to come out of you... I can only survive if I am not made to be too discontented about my poems... 


My mentor was honorable in poetry and that does not signify to many people 


And you can give it to them...in poems...or they can count your drinks... but it signifies to me... 
I like to work agreeably hard in the afternoon for plenty of questionable I do not wish to detiy my own vanity, which is paramount...but I do wish to 
compliments... avoid “author” photographs... ; 
I want to be a doggie of poetry! ; = 
| I have a taste for poetic hurt because I tried it as a girl... 
My mentor was never really my mentor... I was not good enough to forget it... 
i 
| He was just an animatronic cowboy... | 


PROPAGE 16 = 


=e ey 


PREFACE 13 I cannot write poems to honor other poets... 


Ido not think of them at all... 
As a modern poet you are not supposed to be a spectadle of bad habits... 


IfI feel a beauty that is like a swinging girder... 


| But sometimes you have to be hard-drinking... Nip nevis dia nana neal 
y mentor re 


% 


| Some people must commit suicide because they are too lovely to live... | And ide notikewlemee halite 
oO ide 


But I am not too lovely to live... 
va 


~ 


PREPAER 19 


| Tam good enough to be trained to be happy... 
| 


I do not think anything is so hard in life until! 1 am denied a treat or a gift... 


And then I understand that my life is, in fact, unhappy and meaningless. 








How can a person feel so meaningless and yet fail to disappear from the earth? 


Every day this is a question. 


If you have to ask something, ask why poetry does not exist... 


PREPAGE 20 


am a poet so I can say things... 


And not so that I can have any notion of a literary lifestyle... 


I don’t like to be a poet but how else can I be so fitful? 
When I say “I am a poet” I expect J am saying something that is neutral of all 


self-congratulations... 


I am saying, “I have a special quality that is like swan shjt on marble...” 


PREPAGE 2 


I don’t think I am supposed to be such a darling of death... 
“ 


But if I love anything it is death too... 


~ 


€ 


I don’t want to make anyone’s life hard! I only want to make my own life hard... 


I will tell you what is poetry... 


It is a remote electronic claw picking up a stuffed bunny rabbit... 





PREPAGE Ge 


’ 


You should never fall in love with your mentor just because of his belt buckle... 
Then you know you will do any thing to appear true-hearted... 

When I loved my mentor I was true-hearted...although it was totally hack... 
He could only think I — playacting... 


I did not write one good poem of love during that time...but neither did 
anyone... 


PREPAGE &3 


~ 


If someone tells me I have to read so-and-so then I usually don’t... 


I don’t want to criticize anyone in poetry! I don’t want to break apart their 
rocking chairs etc.. 


I just want to be a sucker too.. 


PROPAGE 24 ; 


I can’t like this and no one can... 
I want to be the worst person in the world but I’m not. 


The thing is...1 can't really learn how to write poetry... 


tru 





There are many objections to this poem, but I hope there are no objections to the 
th! 





















panne as 


This poem is so you can feel a true hurt that is like a gold medallion between 
your breasts... 
If anyone ‘should write a love poem, I should, but only for fancy... 


I do not wish for 


I like ‘0 write poems...but I don’t like to see through a tiny telescope all the way 
éclairs in it... 


you to think there will be no bloody bunny rabbits or smashed to hell... 


| 
‘I know you will like it like a piggie... ; | 
I know you will not become feeble with boredom... : 


PREPARE 26 


A poem is like a retractable ceiling so all the shitty doves can fly out... 


+ 


Often I find myself defending my own narcissism... 


: t But my talent is still inside me like an épée... 
PREPAGE 28 


T only liked my mentor because of my own talent... 
It is very romantic to be a poet...like having a bad back... 


But it is also a pleasure.. 


I wanted to kiss his hand but it is wrong to kiss someone’s hand... 
blouse all the Way up... 


. like Squeezing your legs together...and buttoning your 


But then it is too much pleasure, like peach pie ' 


| a rani 9 
And it becomes...too average to live... : 


+ 
' 


It is undisciplined to fall in love with your mentor... 


| | 
PREPAGE 27 


It is like running away from a lawn party... 


a 
c— nm 


a 


If you are too lucky, then you won't understand... 
I would like to hurt the people who hurt me so well... 






4 
It is nota rosy sentiment! 






I loved my mentor because I could not please him... 






I love things that are obvious pacifications...like drink... 







That was a pretty lesson I taught him... 
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OS see eee 


sae = SS 












| It is like hitting someone on the head with a rubber chicken but then apologizing 
_ " ; right away... 


; ' “ 
You can try to believe what I say in my poems, but your teachers will force yo 
Once I became a poet I could not be taught to be a poet... Rae os gchagiaiaNy 


It is like wearing a slit slip under a slit skirt... 


Now I am careless of my statements.., 


PREPAGE 33 


And it feels good...like a champagne bidet... 


[liked my mentor... 
— pS ee ee ees I would try to grab onto his sweaters but it was nothing... 
i -moment... 
But I should have it!...like a doorknob covered with honey... : It was like a sumptuous near-mo 


I want someone to kiss the inside of my wrist and then throw it dow 


Because that is the hard detachment of amentor... . 


PREPAGE 3) 


[can’t accept a reasonable alternative... can only accept the bad original Paty tt 44 
idea...which is to write poems... ’ ' : ' A 








It is ve disheartenin like circus wa €S... . . 
o = : Poetry is made to produce an expensive drowsiness... 


ae ickering of disinterest... * 
I want to write a poem like non-asphyxiation! With a true flickering 0 


; : : ; Pate : is is ]i ious boredom... 
Sometimes I look inward with happiness and this is when I can write a poem... This is like a very seriou 


It is the boredom of poetry! 


PHEPAGE 32 


TAF 


Maney 


I have been created to make a show out of everything...even my own disgraces... 


Poetry is my horsie that I ride around... Poetry is hardly any thing... 


15 








But it feels £00d like Pumped syrup ° 


You have to be 4 weakling to be a poet 


PHEAGR 3¢ 


Poetry Writing” is a hardship 


Lik 
€ crying because you don’t like the wallpaper 


It is like bleeding from your anus in the snow 


But I don’t like it... 


PREINGE 37 


This makes me sad.,. 


But if I must have something. .it shotild be sad 


I want to be ross With feeling! 


I 





PREPAGE 38 


I am not writing poetry to uphold a tradition... 

People will give me a compliment when they don’t know if I’m any good or 
not... 

Do not ask me to be gracious when I am not trying to be so gracious... 


I chose to be a poet...not to rise above it! 


PREFACE 933 : 


Sometimes I am bored by poetry and I am supposed to think it is my own fault... 


But how can it be my fault when I am so trusting-hearted? 


As a young poet I was well entertained by discouraging remarks... 
Now [ have to bark like a dog to forget that memory! 


* 
It is too easy to be a failure in poetry... 


I have not challenged myself in failures... 


PREPAGE 40 


Tam lucky to be such a failure...in poetry... 


Because...I only like what is manure... 








Which is a gall... 
So you will be a very galling poetess... 


And yet, you can turn away from poetry 


PREPAGE 4) 


This is like the buckling knee of a two-headed fawn 


I know you are my favorite fool! 


Ido not think | can be a good Person 


I . . . 
have ignored al! Possible g00d deeds to Write a poe 
Mm... 


POUPAGE 4 r 


A oe . * al . 
poem is like a clear vinyl raincoat over you 


And you can stil} be stabbed through the raincoat 


I don’t owe anyone any brilliant poems... 


Bove ; 
Ut IE Is very fun, like spitting out caviar 





vee eer 


A str ret nT a 


PRERAGE 43 


Tam sorry to be such a good poet...but I will write a poem anyway... 


It is like bleeding silently through a hole in a wetsuit... 


No one should try té be a serious poet because they are really little earwigs... 


It is hard to die without writing poems... 


PREPAGE 44 


- 


I have not yet decided to be happy 


But I have decided to write poems... 


I do not like to see a loveless thing 


But I can write an unloving word... 
; 


If you promise not to cry like a little girl I will write you a poem... 


% 


PREPARE 45 


I’m so smart like I deserve a kiss on the forehead... 


Even though I’m hurting inside like a megalomaniac... 


Even so, I’m not going to any more poetry school 
going y poetry 


19 





PREPARE 4g 


~ 


It feels like there is a goodliness in suffering... 


And that is why I go against so many things in life... 


T have gone against many things in life... 


And it has always been tewarding... 


But none so much as when I have Sone against my mentor! 


PREPAGL 47 


Sometimes I fee} such sudden flaming winces of knowledge that are totally 
imagined... 


It is like a showmanship to be alive!,.. 


It is very outdated to be so drunk, but my Poems will not be Outdated... 


| patnee 49 j 


yes, sir!” to everything anyone Says! 








me!” 


PREPARE 49 


~~ 


I write a poem but it doesn’t do anything... 
It just liquefies my heart... 


That is a fine thing like being horsewhipped... 


- 


It is my privilege to write poems during the day... 


But I don’t know who pays for it... 


PREFAGE $4 


% 
I chose to be a poet... 
Because I like both pleasure and revulsion... 


iSSl i and beauty... 
Also arrogance, Narcissism, ignorance, 
2 


But I know one thing too well... 


| feel financially poor... 
em that makes a person 
No one should write a po 


Zt 


——_—_[_{__— Sw 





PRRPAGE $1 


Here is a poem, --and I like it like faux simplemindedness. 


This is like a fishtank Within a fishtank... 


This is a booklette..,. 
It feels like eating meat-eating flowers... 


And it is the most disenchanting thing except for temperance... 


PARARE 43 


T like things like bottles, rope, and cash... 
Together, these things form 4 discredited happiness... 


f 


If I don’t write this poem then I am the wrong girl... 


This is Supposed 


to be very objectionable but it is not too objectionable, like 
naughty beige. 


And it is the foundation of all drunkenness. 
w 


PREPNGE 54 - 


This is a Poem.., 





But I hope you will like it... 
It is like a cougar locked in the bathroom... 


Iam only sentimental about my drinks... 
And that is not the farce of poetry... 


The force of poetry is a freely said truth... 


PREFACE && 


t oing... 
No one wants poems to be easygoing, but to be hard going 


And I can make it...hard going 


Because I know something about death... 


Death is good! But not good enough for me... 


PREPAGE St 


I d writing poetry I thought I could be a little girl chained to a 
When I starte 


4 


post... 


I thought I could have a whole suitcase of pills! 
Maybe I’m a dumb baby... 


But I like to get away with it... 


23 





PROPAGE 97 


I fell in love with my mentor like a novice... 


I was a nude girl on a fire truck ringing a bell... 
I learned that lesson but I have not stopped yawning... 


. If there is one thing I cannot forgive it is advice... 


PRePAR $8 


I know my poems are vulgar... 


But not as vulgar as gross pragmatism! 


“Poetry writing” is a bad thing... 


But it is not as bad as letting go of your drink... 


PREPAGE &3 


~? 


I know a thirstiness... 


That is why I go to all possible hotel bars... 


Love cannot be put into its place or made to do anything... 


A love poem doesn’t have any praise in it...onl love... 
Pp yp y 





PRRFAE 60 


This poem is like a total lack’ of financial achievement... 
You must want it...if you haven’t had enough of it... 


You must limp home with it in your arms! 


That’s why I write it...like charity... 


PREFACE 61 | aa 


I can never predict what will disinterest me... 


But it is often poetry or something brilliant... 


This is like losing your fur wrap on a pleasure cruise... 


Or the sound of a music box coming from a grave... - 


% 


Writing a poem is like having your own way for too long... 


PHEPAGE Ge 


When you write a poem you don’t try to say it is noble... 


You say it is going to be a one-time thing... 


25 





This is the proper discouragement!... \ PREFARE Gf 


; > hs =o My mentor was so good...he made me want to do a good deed... 
Sometimes you know how it is but you don’t like it... ‘ & 6 


a ; ; ; And he made me want to write a poem... — 
Like a woman in a mink coat with a bandage on her face... 


vee eee eee 


I can write this poem over and over again but ] can’t write it like a fool... 


I can write a poem about love but I can’t write it like I don’t know what it is...I 


PREPAGE 3 know very well... 


, I can fail to be loved but I can’t fail to write this.. 
I can’t live very well on big-time poetry... 


This is a feeble way to go up against death!... 


PREPAGE bb 


My last book was very bad! I wrote it just for showing off... 


If someone wants to write a poem then I don’t know if they should do it! I don’t like congratulations. And I have always dismissed other people’s good 


wishes, 
But I should do it... t 


Poetry has to be good or I can’t esteem it... 


Like tight...unopened...nerines... 


PREFACE C4 


Iam a poet so I can say the most terrible things, like ordure... 


S$. rrr ew +t 


I like to write poems and I like to get drunk... { say them as liberties for myself because ] expect to be true to my self. 


But you can’t do everything at once... As a child I displayed a revolting servility... 


“- 


See 


Poetry is appalling, like an eyewink... 


I know poetry should not be self-indulgent but it should be indulgent to others... 











PROPAGE 67 


Poetry is like picking your fox coat up off the floor and saying goodnight... 


There are some very cut-rate lines in this... 


And they all mean the same thing... 


But I write it with a distaste for any other opportunity... 


PanrAte Ce 


I want to cut the arms and legs off a mannequin because that is what it is like to 
have to look at a poem I have written... 


I think this is an acceptable feeling...but I do not always like an acceptable 
feeling... f 


It is like lickable mink... 


And it is like a lion chasing you up the spiral staircase... 


And all the drinks in the world are a prize for this... 


Pal 
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Se ee 


dadiesbacsavepievascsee’s but my heart is the heart of a true SKUUKasiscesie cee 
datioleaicandeiseeuateestess this is bad fluffy thoughts. 

sitesbehivvagdenvsduvavce diuategeadeebtnsceddbuceieccicl: like the hurtfulness of chartreuse................. 
vestseaenresssssnoneoersensassensesaacassesessanenensetssecsestecsasasessssenenereseseccsesss RORDCE ceietre scsi yee: 
ee I must try not to feel a fake kindness... 
dsadccnveacbavisescccosus sex ! 


If everything can be explained in a note th : . . 
never kill myself. ote then I will write notes all my life and 


Sumner eeeannesseuenan 
eee NEES Ane ee ser esenacataneasannan Dare secucecenacossence 
POPPE Sr rier ty ere 


I don’t know if something good will happen or if I will 
; ‘ h m 
unceasingly with a stick... ; FE ye wi have to bang my head 


Sa 7 
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but the sorriesr...., . 
because......... 
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MILORED 


Mildred, beautiful, like a harpoon 
Mildred, my heart is hardened... 
Mildred, the scalloped edge of your almond green leather 


Mildred, with a stained shirtfront, Mildred, with a gag in the mouth 


Mildred, drills are drilling all night long holes for your eye to look through 


Mildred, the light green grommets 
Mildred, the dragonfly barrette 


Mildred, I am standing over your sadness at this moment 


v 


Mildred, the blood-rushes, the hematite and the turning black parasol 
Mildred, to vomit in silver bowls 

Mildred, underwater sunshine 

Mildred, in a tropical-print pantsuit 

Mildred, the geometric sadness and the keyhole dress 

Mildred, mudslides and mudslides of solitude 

Mildred, a lionfish... 

Mildred, a bloody nose and a black frock 


Mildred, ruinous and fresh as starfruit 
Oe get a PS ee, 


Mildred with the plastic flowers in your hair 


v 


Mildred, on unrepeating patterned carpets 

Mildred, in bright yellow diamonds 

Mildred, scarved and scarved with a flowered square 
Mildred, on the sky blue floor crying 

Mildred, piranha shiny...sinking into joy 

Mildred, spiral sunbeams of blood in the ocean 

Splitting your gown with the pulse of a thigh, Mildred, 
Mildred, an eclipse in the background and your black lipstick Mildred 
Mildred, ae bristles of flashes from the back of silver brushes 
Mildred, the burnt milk and the clacking of ladies’ boots 
Mildred, axles and axles of silence 


Mildred, a black feather eyemask! 


v 


Mildred, the retinal scan of an aloe green eye 

Mildred, cabinets open to reveal you . 

Mudred, thrown upon the ceiling, a gold border surrounding you 
Mildred, you can safely tear yourself apart... 

Mildred, red ants in the grass 


Mildred, the electronic verbena 


Mildred, the night spurts over your black umbrellas 





i 
a 
{ 


" 


AE we 


Mildred, your sleepiness like blinking lights, your sleepiness like cocoa butter... 
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Mildred, twisting to swirl the organza underwater 
Mildred, pulling off the petals of a leather flower 
Mildred, your eyes are green volcanoes 

Mildred, the flattened grass, the backless slipper 

Mildred, in a stained glass swimming pool 

Mildred, unraveling: a shantung sash 

Mildred, the pressure of an opaque, foam-soft madness... 
Mildred, a skirt with the hemline burning upward 
Mildred, filthy and grim little girls... 

Mildred, the fin or swath of glaze in an eye-sphere 
Mildred, algae and‘phosphorescent ball gowns... 

Mildred, the funnel over your heart f 
Mildred, icy and dumb little girls 

Mildred, the hornéd deer 

Mildred, to float...with a buoyant hushed evil 

Mildred, your thigh-high boots to stomp ou the pestilence of loneliness! 


Mildred, chartreuse swimming trunks on a gentleman 


y «! 
Mildred, limeade... 


Mildred, a cutthroat happiness is possible 


Mildred, the swirl over your face, the hair brushed back, sea-breezes of shock... 





Mildred, dead soft...in a green dirnd] 
Mildred, there ig a dazzling graciousness 
Mildred, sunburned at the funeral... 
Mildred, a summer of vomiting into the sea 
Mildred, swimming in black-rimmed glasses 
v ‘ 
Mildred, the sumptuous grave 
Mildred, the pulsating... mesmerizing...lustre of shock... 
Mildred, fishtail...eggshell blue... 
Mildred, underpants with ruffles around the legholes... 
Mildred, the shining anvils of a demure disposition 
Mildred, the pretty birds that dive-bomb... 


Mildred, a black coat lined with green grasses 


v 
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UNDERPANTS 


‘hanging upside down in gravity boots... 
with tears rolling down my forehead... 
the madness like panda eyes... 


—oh rumpled. 
Iam punished with honey and biting ants and my head hurts! 


underpants ere with frangipani... 
underpants patterned with bluebells... 
bioluminescent underpants... 
madness in white boots... 

y 
the solitude and the buckles 


—your infinitesimal sadism, 


PWT 


lam the most merciless girl flautist in the orchestra... 
I am neutral of love and neutral of death... 


The flute slides through my hands and clicks into place... 


I have my eyes on you....but my-lips are only for the flute... 
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MEN GRY REGAUSE UF THE NEAT 


As soon as they wake up...they barely lift their heads...and then just start 
crying... 


At first you think it is an enchanted misery...but it is the heat... 


They have to sit on the side of the bed...and clamp their hands onto their faces... 
and then pry their hands off...their faces...and look at you... 


Chunks of tears...slide down their cheeks...at a slow speed... 

When you show them a curling iron they start crying...and when you try to 
brush their‘hair they start crying...but when they see a piece of ice...they become 
completely still and flared... 


..and they try to shake their fists... 


Ifa bird lands on their shoulder...they don’t even think about it...they can’t 
realize anything...about birds... 


If you try to give them a kiss...it just sizzles on their cheek... 


When you fight...with them...in the evening...they just agree with you...and agree 
with you more and more...and sink down... 


They look at all their muscles and start crying... 


You have to cut their shirts into half-shirts... 


' 


CLOWN 


It seems that ’m growing more and more like a clown. First of all, I’m always 
sad. Secondly, all my knives are made out of rubber. Thirdly, it’s like my house is 
on fire. 


No, I’m definitely becoming more like a clown. I have a tendency to want to put 
on clown clothes. As soon as I put the clown clothes on I feel faintly happier... 


Another sign is that I constantly-féel like I’m alone in a dressing room. Most 
of the time I feel amused. Anyway, the only thing good about the circus is the 
tigers. 


I realize that I could get both legs cut off by the circus train or get frightened 
by an elephant. But it’s very depressing to sit around in a clown suit and think 
about death. 


Sometimes I don’t feel happy unless I’m in my clown suit. And I enjoy hitting 
people on the head with a foam club. I really do... 


When people see me they realize that it looks very sophisticated to wear a clown 
suit and smoke a cigarette. This is how I get all the ladies because they chink I’m 
very droll. 


People don’t understand how you turn into a clown. You turn into a clown 
because you feel more and more like putting on a clown suit. When you’re 
around people you sense a kindliness. It makes you so nervous you can’t stay 
calm. Which is why it feels perfectly normal to wear orange pants. 

% 
Plus, it’s very subversive to wear bow ties. You can’t imagine how jolly 
everything is. And the fright wigs... I don’t want to be a clown but I’m sure to be 
one. My mother was a clown. 
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PIPL, NO, Wo 


“Fifi, I chought I told you to stop touching me with your soft little hands...” 
Fifi:“The weakness of Fifi...” 
“Fifi, it is not possible for you to continue behaving in this manner...” 


Tam fallen in love with by a young girl: Fifi. 


Fifi 
ee 
takes strokes sits too , puts hand 
hand - hair close on knee 


1. Fifi should not.touch my breast with her hand... 


It is very very depressing when Fifi falls on her face on the flagstones and doesn’t 
cry. 


We don’t like to hold each other’s hands and dance with sparklers! 
“She is a girl but she is Fifi.” 
Fifi again 
— touching with hands 
— holding face still to try to kiss it 
~— whispering 
~— petting hair with delight 
cs 
Fifi, go away with your sparklers, I am not for you... 
“Fifi at night!... Fifi at nightt...” 
Fifi: eating a hamburger... 


Fifi, infidel of nothing 


Fifi of the iron will of caressing 





No acceptance of refusals, no allowances, no resistance, no taking away of the . 
hand, no. 


All this foretelling a bad end: Fifi to be completely patronized and tolerated by 
everybody, which is a disgrace... 





P GHOLSEY 


P. Chelsey doesn’t like parties. Her state of mind is usually bad. She tries to eat 
hors d’oeuvres. Of course she wants to get drunk and berate everyone. But P. 
Chelsey has ahold of herself and things are going to be O.K. 


If P. Chelsey likes anyone she follows them around and stands right behind them. 


When she pretends to talk to people, she is really just taking more and more 
sips of wine. If P. Chelsey doesn’t like someone, she can never forgive them. P. 
Chelsey hates people for turning their back to her right after saying something 
nice. She also hates them for staring at her too long with haunted looks in their 
eye. Sometimes people give her too many compliments at the beginning of the 
night. Then there is nothing to say for the rest of the night. 


P. Chelsey hates people who look at her pityingly and have bad breath. 
People wonder where her psychiatrist is. P. Chelsey tries to be patient with 
her psychiatrist, but a psychiatrist cannot be reasoned with. As it stands the 
psychiatrist is usually not at his office. - 


PRIGNOSHIP 


When I am alone...I eat all white foods..and sing the numbers to myself...and 
sing allthe letters to myself...and count my own fingers.... 


I am waiting all night for you to come out the side door... 


We should become very good friends and never say a dirty thing to each other... 


You can sit on your swivel stool and I can sit on my swivel stool. 
This is because we are wearing our sweater-vests. And we smell good. 


We will be great friends and we will look in the window of the playhouse and 
see ourselves together... 


I think we should walk in the rain under a giant umbrella. 
We can share a microscope. 


And we don’t have to do anything but play the piano with a metronome and 
turn the page. 


It makes us gently say goodnight. 
And all of this is wrapped up in butcher paper. 


I have no thought of cleaning up a mess in your lap. Or of letting my curls fall 
forward ever... “ 


And you,can never pretend to read a blank page... 

We toast each other with teacups because we are successes... 
This is not like a bloody shoehorn... 

We are very calm and so the milk truck delivers al! the milk... 
We are friends and it turns us quite pale... 


We are friends and we eat ice creams together... 


lil 
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It is always very calm when we sit side by side on the piano bench... 
I want to squeeze my hands together but there’s nothing to do... 
Everything is an object that can be picked up and put down again. 


We don’t want to mess up our outfits. And we like to play checkers. 


We are two friends who hold hands in the universe... 





PNA : 


I notice too many people recommend me to compassion so that I am accustomed 
to considering myself ruthless... 


I sincerely believe there.is no reprieve from the summons for compassion as one 
is supposed to improve... 


I’m weary with the idea of compassion as a salve to my critical nature...which is 
my only refuge from the delusions of virtue... 


The expression of compassion lends propriety and elegance to the expressor... 
as its distribution stems from a natural assumption of privilege...and there is a 
pernicious extravagance of compassion in sedate’ personalities... 


Someone tries to instruct you...as you are supposed to be capable of it...and you 
blink your lovely yellow eyes... . 


Compassion is an expectation...even though one’s temperament may be ill-suited 
to suave virtues...and one’s experiences...don’t form one to become the presenter 
of swanlike compassion... 


Compassion is devoid of any thermal relief...and destroys the best defensive 
countermeasures...and calls upon one to rationalize the mediocrity of one’s 


tormentors... 
Uy 


Some imagine they will find the experience charming...and prefer not to be 


grieved by endless furies on unchangeable topics... 
I have no compassion for anyone who advocates it...as they don’t consider the 
requirements of sincerity...and because such people are irresponsible with other 


people’s mental health... 


I could easily crush a moon rock in my hand with an...intensity which is 
alarming... 


I dread lessons in compassion as they promote laziness...as compassion bastes 
the facts with a shimmer...as one cannot admit the dominant offenses committed 
against them...which account for their touchiness... 


Compassion is a boast...of insight and serenity which is unfair... 


Jam currently not agreeable to it...but offer my revenge like a tray of cigars... 
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You are dead on the red shag carpet and the fish tank is shattered... 


You can feel fine now because you are finally dead. And that is good enough for 
you & you don’t even care about the fish... 


One of your shoes fell off and your expression became very annoyed after you 
were dead. 


But you don’t have to look good now.... And you don’t have to be in love... 


You don’t have to feel like a ridiculous person constantly made fun of bya 
parrot.. 


All you have to do is continue being dead ... 


You're not so lucky but you don’t need to be lucky ever again... 


I 


f 
If you do not fall in love everyone will think you are too romantic to fall in love.. 
But, I don’t see how you are supposed to finish your sentences... 
It feels like a serving spoon is stuck in your heart... 


There needs to be something inside you so that you are more than a dressmaker’s 
dummy. 


ao 
Something...like a bright wall and the sky darkening behind it... 
If you don’t dismiss your vanity, you will never, become a serious woman... 
The future can’t be hated, and that is why you are growing old... 


I know you are smart, and you are even smart enough for death... 


iW 


Just as the other poets cause you disgust...so too do you cause them a disgust... 
You lack the basic ability to live...it seems petty and stupid...to you... 
But haven’t you turned away from every fellow man? 


What do you think can be a finite happiness? If someone knocks you on the head 
then that can be a finite happiness... 


Do not wish for anyone to be greater than yourself.,.content yourself with your 
own greatness... 


You will not find yourself under-valued or over-valued by god... 


Do not think you will have any humility left after you have written your 
poems... ‘ 


- Do not attempt to be pretty...death will be pretty enough for you... 


t 


Which is more important, your fancies or nature?... 

If you try to think you will find yourself overworked... 

For this you will be hurt and all your sees will be taken away from you... 
Someone wearing a bikini under a fur coat is more meaningful than you are... 


But you should just keep quiet, otherwise you will make everyone feel quite 
stupid... 


You can be slapped on the cheek, pinched, and have your arm twisted 
behind your back, but you can still say exactly what you want no matter how 
unwelcome... 


It will be a great accomplishment if you will agree never to be married... 


It seems that you are about to hang or shoot yourself. But do not hang or shoot 
yourself and keep on living... 
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ANTI VITAE | 


DUNE CART 


I like poetry but it is a dung cart. I like being in love but that is a dung cart 

too. I have to be content with things that are dung carts although I really want 
something that is not a dung cart. Something that will allow me to live when my 
frivolousness is like death... 


i 
d 
1977-1984 ’ 
3 

Nothing of interest. : 


1984 ' 
Unfortunately for me, everything is going to be called a dung cart. Such as: 
kissing someone and then not listening to what they’re saying. I don’t care what 
they’re saying! They’re a businessman! A businessman is not a dung cart... 


Performed poorly in math. Taken aside by math teacher. ' 
Receded into mediocrity of math. e: 
I am always thinking of a dung cart . Dung is neatly piled on it! Even if I look D+ in conduct. 
around I can still see clearly that everything is a dung cart & I too am a dung 





cart. _ 1985-1988 : ’ 
Dung cart after dung cart rolling by...... College application rejected by Cornell, Tufts, Northwestern 
University, Dartmouth etc... : 
Anyway, I like dung carts. My favorite things are dung carts. Dung carts with ; = ‘ 
dung falling off them. gd 45% in math. ‘ 
1989 
: Fail to appear for graduate creative writing workshop. Class 
' ; discusses poem without me. 
Mispronounce “Kant.” 
; 1990 
Unimpressive academic*performance. Idle. 
Lose essay contest. 
a 
Fail to get any recommendations from professors for graduate 
oF school. All applications rejected. 
7 1991-1992 
Mental health questioned. 
1993 


Accidentally knock over bookcase. 
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1994 


1995 


1994-1995 


1995 





Called “The Most Abrasive Person Ever Met.” 1996 

Fail to win prize. 

Told poems “lack agency.” Have to ask what “agency” 

means. Don’t know what “trope”means. Mispronounce 1997-2000 


“geodesic.” 


Poems are called “Disneyesque.” 


“Insidious.” 


“Ferrari without steering wheel.” 


2001 
Lose poetry contest under pseudonym. 
Poems rejected by Paris Review, Poetry Magazine, The New 
Yorker, New American Writing, Fine Madness, Black Warrior | = 
Review, etc. - 2002-2003 


Sit outside loca! bar and flash cigarette lighter at firefly. 
Intensely disliked by older female fiction writer. 
Told that poetry is “loose” by future poet laureate. 


Commitment to waitressing questioned. 


oa . . 
Receive no answer from “City Lights” manuscript query. 


Po 


w 


Receive shocked response at poor physical appearance. 


Lose National Poetry Series; Walt Whitman Award, Yale 
Younger poets series, Pittsburgh prize, etc. 





No car. 


Apply for no teaching jobs. Don’t publish book. 


Continue to not publish book. 
Bite cuticles. 
Manuscript rejected by Verse Press. 


Mental health questioned. 


Don’t receive NEA grant. 


Fail to send any new work to literary magazines. Not 
published in any magazines. 


No teaching experience. 


2°4 book still not published... 


% 
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My sadness feels like heavy earrings that makes my head ache. 


Someday I would like to spend too much money on a shag rug so that I could lie 
down upon it and not smell one scent from my childhood. 


When I’m about to get angry, that’s when I start to feel good... 

I stare out the window, unprincipled as a tiger... 

If anyone tries to comfort me I will vomit on the balustrade. 

If anyone asks me why I’m like this I will say “im gon tu kil ul!!!” 


As a child I totally squandered my love on my parents and was, as a result, 
crucified on a crosst. 


I will spit out my food if anyone tries to imply anything... 


Sometimes an arrow starts to come out of my head like I’m bored > I’m bored > 
And then another arrow comes out like I want to read a book 4 I want to read a 


-book 4 


I try to stay bored for a while but then I start to become amused... 
I want to put makeup on people’s eyes so they can look like damned darlings... 
People keep talking...But it is hard to stop them when I only want to be petted... 


Ican barely listen to what they’re talking about. They’re talking about someone 
who wants them... 3 





YOU RAISED Me oP 


Ha! You raised me up....... 

and now I’m overflowing with good............scsse000 
You made some food 

and got in there 

and said some things... 

to a child 

but alright you raised me Up...scesesscsseeseees 
You bought some clothes 

and took me around 

and put me to work... 

You want me to say you raised me up? 

I’m raised up, arent’ I? 

Here I am, 

raised all the way up 

by you, as you say it. 

And overflowing with good.......cscscscccecesseceee 
Only it’s true I got raised by time 

time raised me and I’m time’s baby girl 

Or you raised me up 

and taught me how to feed the chickens . 


but that is just a farmhouse fantasy.............000 
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But alright then you raised me 


and I’m up here now 


I’m not even biting my knuckles.. 


Hey you raised me 
Straight up and did 
some things 

but 

that’s all over now.. 
I’m up from being a delicate child 
everyone's getting raised up 
whether they want to or not 

or whether they’re any good for it 
Did I ever say thank you 

for raising me up so that 

I can say my own name? 

But that’s alright... eccesessscooees 
I’m not crying anymore 
& you can’t 


TAISE ME ABAIN.......ccccsevsssseccesesercee 


Poe PCr errr errr ere ry 


Leer ere reser ry) 





5 (NGEATTNE §) 


-5 for debating 

-5 for misuse of the tractor 

-S for altering the chore list 

-5 for pinecone throwing 

-5 for misplacing shoes and other personal property... 

-5 for delaying, kicking dirt, separating, tossing thermos off lookout rest-point, 
non-listening... ~ 

~5 for cracking twigs 

~5 for excessive yawning 

5 for loud whistling, touching people’s hats without permission, putting Jared’s 
comb into the fire, misuse of the grill tongs, burning, failing to comply with 
cleanliness of common area, spilling trash... 

—S for improper conduct while fishing... 

—S for euphoria, obstruction of doorways, fire hazard... 

—-5 for “misplacing” trail map 

5 for scattering birds, meaningless interjections during staff meeting, lingering 
and/or petting the guide dogs... 

-5 for delayed objections 

-5 for exaggerated enthusiasm about trail walk 

-5 for tracking mud, solitariness, obsession with fishing lures, reluctance, 
inability to initiate social interaction, furtiveness, secrecy, paleness... 

~S for loud humming during rest hour, loud buzzing or humming sound, 
destructive theorizing, misuse of and/or, staring out of windows... 

-5 for refusal to read information packets, emotional recklessness, bad 
sportsmanship, lateness... 

~5 for improper storage of personal food, repudiation, defacement, refusa! to 
return group mascot, lack of effort at horseshoes, hoarding the first aid kit, 
contradictions, negligence, spitting... 

~5 for misuse of the fly swatter... 
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